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“<= Ppis is the. third of 15 excerpts - 
from former. President Johnson's 
book, “The Vantage Point,” an ac- 
count of his presidency, to be pub- 
lished shorily. Bee =e eae 
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Throughout the period between the 


1936 convention and the 1960 conven- 
tion, when my name was placed in 
nomination, 1 was aiware, and grate: 
fully so, of the growing interest in me 
expressed by people who approved of 
the way I was handling my job in the 
Senate. Bul I never encouraged any 
effort to promote me as a Presidential 
candidate. 
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My position had not changed when 


the political campaign season of 1969 
came around, 1 still had no enthusiasm 
for running. Onee again Sam Rayburn 
tried to foree me into the race. 

'- My objections were consistently the 


same: J] was satisfied with my job, and . 


a Southerner could not, aud probably 
should not, be elécted. 

Finally, the Speaker presented his 
argument this way: Even if I did not 
win, he thought 1 could-run a better 


race against John Kennedy for the, 


nomination than any of the other can- 
didates, none of whom could command 
substantial Southern support. If a 
strong contest were not made, he said, 
At would look as if the Catholic bosses 


behind Kennedy were running the’ 


Denicceratic party. He went down the 


list--Carmine. De Sapio in New York, 
David Lawrence in Pennsylvania, Mi- 
chacl DiSalle in Ohio, Richard Daley 
in Chicago, Pat, Brown in Californie: 
Wor the Democratic party to win, ve 
isaid, we would have to show great ai: 
versified strength, : 


-: Mr. Rayburn was very much afvaid . 


‘of Richard Nixon’s being elected. He 
believed Nixon had called him. and 


President Truman traitors, Nixon al- 


ways denied this. Quater Nixon showed 
mie the words he had said that led to 
what he considered Mr, Rayburn’s rnis- 


- understanding, and it seemed to me: 


that he was being open and honest’ 


about it.) But the Speaker went to his 
grave believing that Nixon had im- 
pugned his patriotism, and he did not 
want Nixon to be President. 

* Shortly after that, on June 23, Philip 
Graham, publisher of The Washington 
Post, privately and personally made 
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‘a contest would be good for the party 
and, incidentally, for my Icadership in 
the Senate, He offercd to make a con- 
tribution to Jaunch the race and to 
help me prepare the ‘statement an- 
nouncing that J would try for the nom- 
ination. : 


So only six days before the conven- 


tion opened on July 11, in the audi-’ 


torium of the new Senate Office Build- 
ing in an open press conference, I re- 
Juctantly announced my candidacy for 
the Demeoeratic nomination for the 
Presidency with a statement Graham 
helped me prepare. Once I was com- 
mitted, I fought with all the energy ap 
possessed. ; ; 


The night John’ Kennedy won the 


nomination, I sent him a 
congratulations. ere 
“phe phone woke me about an hour 
after midnight. The caller was Speak: 
er Rayburn. He told me he had heard 
that L was to be offered the Vice Presi- 
dential nomination, and he hoped that 
under no circumstances would T accept 
jt, T thought it was most unlikely that 
JT would be offered the nomination, but 
J assured hira that T had no intention 
of accepting it if it were offered. T had 
not wanted the top spot on the ticket; 
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{he second spol appealed to me con, 


siderably Jess. 
I went back to sleep. A few hours 
HOHE Gt me again, 
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‘said he would lke to corae by and talk 


‘to me. I suggested that T come to sce 


him instead, but he insisted that he 
would come to my room. He arrived 
about midmorning. xe said he had 
given a Jot of thought to pulling to- 
goethor 1 ticket that could win the elec- 
tion. Adlai Slevenson’s two defeats, he 
sald, wese very much on his mind. He 
had thought it aver carcfully and had 
concluded that he wanted me on the 
ticket with him. Ne told. me frankly 
that he had also considered Senators 
Stuart Symington and Henry Jackson 
and Governor Orville Freeman of Min- 
nesota, but that he did not believe any 
of them could assure support in the 
‘Southern’ states, which he thought was 
crucial: He was sure-T would attract 
such support, so he was asking me to 
be his Vice presidential running mate. 

JT thanked, him for his frankness and 
his consideration of me, but I told 
him that J was interested only in being 
the party’s Majority Leader in the 
Senate and in helping hiro to get a 
strong program enacted when he was 
clocted. Anyway, I said, J had assured 
Speaker Rayburn that J would not take 
the second spot, Kennedy asked if I 


had any objection to his talking to 


My, Rayburn. Soe eee 

“No, of course not,” I said, - 

Vie left then and went to Mr. Ray- 
purn’s yoom, Soon afterward the Speak. 
er care to see me. We had a recom- 
mendation which astonished me, He 
said he thought that I should go on 
the ticket with Isennedy. J pointed 

at to him that only a few hours 
earlier he had told me under no 
cirenmstanees: should I do that. Now 
he was asking just the opposite, Why? 


Lremernber his words very clearly. 


‘Pecause,” he said, “I’m a damn sight 
wiser roan this morning than I was 
Jast night.” Kennedy. had persuaded 
him that without me on the ticket he 
could not carry the ‘South, perhaps 
not even one Southern state. Vhat 
would guarantee the election to the 
Republicans. ; 
Bobby Kennedy came to Iny room 
later that morning. He said he thought 
J ought to know that Walter Reuther 
and Governor G. Mennen Williams of 
Michigan were both very upset that 
John Kennedy had decided to put a 
Southerner on the ticket. I teld Bobby 


that J appreciated his concern, but 
that his inforraation did not greatly 
surprise me, Latex Bobby talked to 
Mr. Rayburn and John Connally and 
told them he thought I should be made 
Pemocratic National Chairraan. Mr. 
Rayburn--as he later reported it to 
me—asked him: “Who speaks for the 
Kennedys?” When Bobby replied tHat 
it was Jack Keunedy, Rayburn made it 


clear that Jack Kennedy was the only 


one he would listen to. 


Phil Graham also urged me to take 
the Vice Presidential nomination, So- 
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about politics 


and the Washington 
scene, : 
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